Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/07/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605110017-4

ARTICLE
ON PAGE

WASHINGTON POST
22 march 1985

Sowet Missile Clted to Bolster

Case for MX

Admzmstratzon Gwes Congress Plctures, Informatzon on

. The administration has given |
Congress pictures and additional -
information about. the Soviet
Union’s new mobile 10-warhead '
'SS24 intercontinental missile as .

part of its effort to gain votes for

additional funding for the 10-war-.:
head MX that. President Reagan B

wants to build. -

Sen. James A. McClure (R-ldaho)"'
used newly released data and a Pen- * :
tagon illustration of the SS24 dur- .

ing a speech on the Senate floor in

support of the MX missile earher'

this week.

The drawing was done from m- ’

telligence photographs -of the mis- -

sile, which will not be ogerational

until next year.
McClure said that railroad cars

attached to the missile launcher will

house additional missiles, support
equipment, security .forces and -

command and control facilities,
“These trains are deceptively

concealed,” McClure said, “so as to

appear externally identical to stan-

_dard Soviet freight trains.”

The Soviets also have developed
and are deploying a second new mo-

_ bile missile, the SS25, which has a

single warhead and is transported
on trucks.
Some arms control experts say

* that the SS25 is more “potentially

unsettling” than the 5524, .-
John D, Steinbruner, director of

the Brookings Institution’s national

10-Warhead 5524
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==-Washington Post Staff Writer ——<i,a . -

security program and a former Pen-
tagon consultant, said the Soviets

. so far have “made it easy for us” to

keep track of SS25s by constructing
unique garages for them.

But, he said, the deployment of
the SS25 is disturbing because the

. Reagan administration “does not
_ appear to be making any efforts to
. control it by arms conlrol arrange-

ments.”
e they decxde to go to conceal-

ment,” he added, “it would begin a »

very unfavorable competition be-
cause we don’t have the land and
the population control they have to
permit those activities.”

The SS25 “is nearing operational
capability” in two missile fields, ac-
cording to the new version of “So-

viet Military Power,” the Penta-

gon’s annual survey of Moscow's
military forces. The volume is

scheduled to be released next -

month. :
Steinbruner sald yesterday that

administration officials have yet to

_reach agreement on what negoti-
ating position to take on the two
new Soviet mobile missiles at the
Geneva talks,

The Soviets have mformed the
United States that the SS24 is the
one new missile permitted under
terms of the unratified SALT II
treaty.

They have also sand the SSZS isa
permitted modification of their old-
er SS13 missile.

Up to now, the admlmstranon
has described the SS25 as a viola-
tion of SALT II provisions because

it is significantly different from the-

SS13.

A Pentagon official said yester- -
day that beyond protesting . the
SS25, “there is no consensus within
the government about what the So--‘

. viets should do with it.”

Steinbruner and other intelli-
gence experts said yesterday that it
would be easier to keep track of the
larger SS24 on its railroad launcher

- once it became operational than it .

would: to follow the smaller road-
mobile SS25. o

Last Sunday, Secretary of State
George P. Shultz said, “The mobil-
ity of missiles increasingly raises
problems about verification, wheth-
er you can really count them and
know how many there are - and
where they are.”

Steinbruner echoed that view but .
added that the administration did
“not want to acknowledge this ma-
jor Soviet weapons initiative that

+ could be troublesome in the future;”
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